REGILDING THE CRESCENT
keystone of the bridge between yesterday and
to-morrow. The so-called " education " by reli-
gious instructors, ignorant men for the most
part themselves, must be superseded by a wider
curriculum. Yet, even here, there should be
compromise between the old and the new, a
constructive, rather than a destructive, pro-
gramme. Though taught on modern lines, there
is no reason why Mohammedan children should
be made to forget the past glories of Islam.
When, in the course of time, they seek the hospi-
tality of European universities, let them be
reminded of the days when Europeans were glad .
to enter themselves as students at the ancient
foundations of Cordova, Seville, and Toledo. It
was at Toledo that Gerard of Cremona, dis-
satisfied with the schools of Italy, studied, with
the result that his translation of the Kanun of
Avicenna became the standard medical text-book
of the day. There seems to be some uncertainty
as to whether Gerbert (afterwards Pope Syl-
vester II.), Adelard of Bath, or Roger Bacon
actually studied at Cordova, but all three may
have enjoyed that privilege, and it is from that
university that Adelard, disguised as a Moham-
medan student, is said to have obtained his copy
of Euclid's Elements, his translation of which
was the basis of every edition before 1533.
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